England increases the size of her navy
England became rich and in 1568 Elizabeth used money to increase the navy. The new ships that were built were faster and easier to steer than before.
England seizes Spanish treasure - Pirates
At the end of the year the English navy seized a treasure ship bound for the Netherlands, which was controlled by Spain. Philip II of Spain was very cross and relations between England and Spain worsened.
Elizabeth makes England Protestant
Philip had been married to Mary I, Elizabeth’s sister, and the Catholic Queen of England. Philip wanted to remain King of England and had offered to marry Elizabeth. He was a strict Catholic and wanted England to stay Catholic too.
Private Trade
Philip’s anger with England increased after Elizabeth knighted Francis Drake. The countries of Europe had an agreement that there would be free trade between them, Drake, however, preferred to trade privately and Philip saw Elizabeth's knighthood of him as an insult to the free trade agreement and began to prepare for war.
England attacks Spanish ships
Elizabeth provided Francis Drake with a navy of 25 ships and told him to attack Spanish ships. The English took Spanish items and ships. Philip retaliated by taking all English ships in Spanish ports.
Elizabeth supports the Dutch
Elizabeth allied England with the Protestant Dutch states who wanted freedom from Spain and sent an English army to assist them.
Execution of Mary Queen of Scots
When Elizabeth ordered the execution of Catholic Mary Queen of Scots in 1587, Philip increased the numbers of ships bound for England and planned an invasion force.
