What was the Treaty of Versailles and who were the “Big Three” who signed it?
Although the Germans signed the armistice on 11th November 1918, it was not until 28th June 1919 that the treaty ending the war was signed. A treaty is an agreement between two or more countries. The treaty was signed at the palace of Versailles just outside Paris. When the terms of the treaty were published, huge numbers of Germans were horrified. This was because the Germans were not allowed any say in the treaty – they had to just accept it! If the Germans refused to sign the treaty, the Allies would re-start the war and invade Germany. The key people who signed the Treaty are called the “Big Three”.
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Woodrow Wilson


President of the USA





David Lloyd George


Prime Minister of Britain





Georges Clemenceau


Prime Minister of France





Need to keep Germany stable and allow it to recover as a trading partner.





Revenge against Germany





There should be no secret diplomacy (deals)





A harsh deal might lead to poverty and starvation and communism.





Should cut down the size of armies.





Reparations (money) for the damage suffered





Strip Germany of its wealth and its armed forces.





A “League of Nations” should be set up to stop wars between countries.





A just and lasting peace, not just punishment.





TASK 1: Whilst you watch the video, match up the statements with who might have said them.





TASK 2: Complete the sentences below in your book.


The “Big Three” who decided the Treaty of Versailles were…


The person who wanted to punish Germany the most was… I think this because…


The person who wanted the fairest treaty was… I think this because…











